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impress0267 @ officemax.com/bv.officemax/max/so
lutions/services/Copy
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Allison Thompson

by Joe Durham

In today’s fast paced, deadlines are yesterday, and school
projects need completed now, OfficeMax IMPRESS offers
printing services that are professional, with graphic variety
and styles and completed on time. Shannon and Allison vis-
ited the QCS to share the manifold ways that we can use
their expertise and equipment to produce cards, calendars,
and business documents that are pleasing to the eye, and
reasonably priced.

Allison said that one of their more popular products are
personalized Calendars. You can bring your own photos on
CD, a USB stick or email them online. OfficeMax
IMPRESS will complete you work within 24 hours. Holi-
day Greeting cards are favorites also. Again your own pho-
tos and graphics can be included with ease. This packages
also include envelopes.

This year the OfficeMax IMPRESS is creating "Letters
From Santa" to personalize the younger sets expectations
for the holidays. And following the family theme, memory
books can be fashioned today and completed with a 2 days
turnaround.

—continued on next page—
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via email?
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and Graduation settings which
include invitations, RSVP, and pro
grams.

A wide range of Business fea-
tures that are available including
business cards, flyers, sign-up
sheets and the like.

Shannon mentioned they can pro- V' v
duce posters, signs and magnetic "OMic Stabilization Act (ESSA)
advertisements. During the politicalVaS the requirement that the Treas-
season OfficeMax made magnetic Ury department make its transac-
car signs for both political parties. tions and use of the $700 billion

No matter the project need or investment on our behalf transpar-

design, OfficeMax IMPRESS has €nt and open to the public. As a

an in-house graphic design artist tg€Sult many transactions and reports
help you be creative with your are available online at the U. S.
ideas. Their networked PC’s, Xerox reasury department.

Copiers and Canon Poster printer WWWw.treas.gov/initiativeseesa.

are there to output your work At the top of the ESSA page there

ick fessionally. Shan- 1S @ link whereby you can sign up to
gglr? B3r/aagr§1]dh%rsobe:es;]o\?v%r)léinsg :tn receive via email updates to ESSA

OfficeMax IMPRESS for 10 years, Program actions as they occur. |
and Allison has just begun working/Vould encourage you to sign up and
there 3 months ago. ollow along. All of the govern-

The QCS thanks Shannon and ment’'s documents are in PDF form
Allison for describing how Office- @nd thus available to read on any
Max can bring our memories and COmputer, or operating system.
projects to life. Joe Durham, Mar- For the average citizen it is hard
ilyn Mix and Raold Zvonik won 0 grasp the massive nature of these
raffle prizes at the conclusion of th1vestments. Billions of dollars will
meeting. Joe Wessenberg was not?€ invested through this program.
present to receive the MembershipBut Within the notices are interest-
Attendance raffle of $30. It will go INg glimpses of the power of gov-
up to $35 next month and a good €rnment and how it works to act in
incentive to come out and join us a@ur behalf in times of economic

the next meeting Wednesday, eril.
December 10th!g y One can read the contracts that

Participatory
Democracy in an
Electronic Age

by Joe Durham

Written into the Emergency Eco-

is an lowa nonprofit organization for charita-
ble, scientific, and educational purposes piji-
marily to educate the public concerning th
advantages and disadvantages of microco
puters and to publish a newsletter for distripu
tion to members, area libraries and educa-
tional institutions. The QCS is recognized as
501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable and educati
organization by the IRS.

COPYRIGHT: QBITScopyright© 2008
by the QCS. All rights reserved. Subscriptipn
are included in cost of membership. Repro
duction of any material herein is expressly
prohibited unless prior written permission i
given by the QCS. Permission to reprint mateg
rial contained herein is granted to other nop-
profit personal computer groups provided the
full attribution of the author, publication, titl
and date are given, except that articles wit
Copyright notice in the header indicates arfi-
cle may only be reproduced with the expreps
written permission of the author (or other indi
cated copyright holder). Brand or product
names are trademarks ™ of their respecti
carriers. As a typographic convention we d
not so identify as such.

|Subwoofer Donated to

were issue to the financial agents,
Speaker System & auditors, and inspectors that are
hired to administer the ESSA. The
minutes of the Financial Stability
Oversight Board are online. Indi-
vidual expenditures of the $700 bil-
lion authority are posted two days
after they are issued.

John Q Public can now follow the
evolution and operation of this
Treasury program and as the years
proceed with all of these online
aids, documents and notices see its
successes and failures along the
way.

Some of the more interesting
finks listed at the ESSA home page

QCS!

R

The QCS thanks Jerry Heimber

for a donattion of a speaker syst
and subwoofer which will improv
the sound for presentations at oyr
main meeting.
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Transaction Report severe financial hardship to indi- injurious to your financial health.”

Tranche Reports viduals that were targets of RIAA You, your family, friends and ac-

Bylaws legal action—and some of those deuaintances all need to be informed

Minutes (Financial Stability  fendants claimed that they were natonsumers before downloading
Oversight Board) aware that they had violated the "free" music or sharing music files.

Press Releases & Statements. law.
Legal consequences for anyone

Use the Investopedia online dic- caught in a violation of copyright
tionary to help you understand theinfringement laws have now in- Best ways to Stay

financial jargon that you encountercreased. safe online
along the way: On October 13th, 2008, a new  Advice from the Journal of the
www.investopedia/dictionary. law, the Prioritizing Resources andThousand Oaks Personal Com-
This site helped to educate me in Organization for Intellectual Prop- puter Club
this new language. erty Act was signed that provides

This Treasury online service new federal enforcement powers
window has the potential to and higher penalties for copyright Activate protection.
educate, and inform us as the infringement. If your operating system or soft-
process move forward. The Internet For details, see this CNET news ware has a firewall, spam Mocker,
may enable us to cast our own  story: or other built-in security applica-
opinions about the ESSA action http://news.cnet.com/8301- tion, make sure it's turned on. The
rather then relying upon the 13578 3-10064527-38.html. firewall included with Windows
opinions of others. A part of Briefly, (from the CNET Vista is adequate. The Mac one is
democracy that our founding story©—used with permission fromacking, but Apples are generally
fathers certainly could not have ~ CBS Interactive, Inc., copyright  |ess targeted by hackers. Zone-
imagined over 232 years ago. 2008, all rights reserved) "...the lawAlarm 7.0 is a free firewall for Win-

consolidates federal efforts to comgows XP. Search for it &ww.

bat copyright infringement under adownload.com. Also activate spam
new White House cabinet position filtering and other online protection

!Danger: Music the intellectual property enforce- provided by your ISP or e-mail
Download! ment coordinator, who willbe service, such as Yahoo, Google, or
by Mike Morris, Editor-in- appointed by the president. ... The MSN. For spam, that may be
Charge law also steepens penalties for inteinough.

Front R’ange PC Users Group lectual-property infringement, and

Colorado ' increases resources for the Departtpdate and renew

http://www.frpcug.org ment of Justice to coordinate for Set your operating system and se-
twriterext@gmail.com federal and state efforts against  curity software to update
counterfeiting and piracy. The so- automatically. Spam, spyware, and

This article has been obtained from called Pro-IP Act passed unani-  virus- detection programs incorpo-
APCUG with the author’s permission mously in the Senate last month andte "rules" or "definition" files that
for publication by APCUG member received strong bipartisan support must be updated regularly to catch
groups; all other uses require the in the House." the latest threats. If your computer

permission of the author (see e-mail

address above). We often forget that under our leremains disconnected from the In-

gal system, ignorance of the law isternet for long periods, you should
"On September 8, 2003, the re- N0 defense. For those readers witrensure that automatic updates are

cording industry sued 261 family members, friends and ac-  occurring, or update manually. And
American music fans for sharing duaintances that are casual when your soft- ware warns you to
songs...." computer users, now may be the renew your service, be sure to do

That partial quote is from an Elec%-ime for a reminder that, however so, ensuring that protection doesn’t
tronic Frontier Foundation article rﬁ;nypﬁg]sgdl'griiesrenrlijciljcs (Ijgg\;/\(/slrrlgﬁ)dbs- lapse.

e e aaoopls> lems. And, for any member of thosBipgrade your computer and
depth description of RIAA same groups that use the internet growser.

(Recording Industry of America) telr primary source of music, that _If you're running Windows XP or
activities, with many references. '€minder may be an absolute necegarlier Windows versions, consider

Lawsuits filed by the RIAA over  SIY: . upgrading to the more secure Win-
the past five years have resulted in_!° paraphrase a different warn- dows Vista, which lets you surfin a
Ing, "free music downloads may be —continued on next page—
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protected environment that prevenigu’re not on a secured Web page at will. For convenience, configure
online threats from damaging youror haven't disabled your system’s  your e-mail pro- gram to check all
operating system and contains a computer-to-computer connectionsyour addresses simultaneously. Or

two-way firewall that blocks both set up disposable accounts at a free
incoming and outgoing threats. = Watch what you download e-mail service such as Google or
(The outgoing firewall needs some The myriad of free utilities, Yahoo. A caution: Guard the pri-

improvement to make it more effeagames, and other software on the mary e-mail address you got from
tive.) At a minimum, upgrade to thénternet can be useful, but many aseour ISP, because you can’t change
Internet Explorer 7 or Firefox 2 laden with viruses and spyware. Tiihat one without abandoning your
browsers Both notify you about  to download only from well-known entire account.

known forged, or "phished,” Web manufacturers or trusted sites such

sites. as those awww.download.com, Use a credit card
www.snapfiles.com, and Credit cards offer better protec-
Install a toolbar with security  www.tucows.com. tion than other options when shop-
features ping online. Even better, some issu-
We haven't formally tested theseConsider a suite ers let you generate virtual account

supplementary online tools, but we For a simple route to broad pro- numbers that are valid for a single
think they’re a good second line of tection, select one of the security purchase with a fixed dollar limit.
defense. The Earth- Link Toolbar suites recommended on page 36*.Use those and you won't have to
(www.earthlink.net/Softwar e/ Just remember that you might be give online retailers your permanent
free/toolbar), for example, incor- paying a premium to duplicate card number.

porates a scam and popup blockersome components already on your

spyware scan, and home page promachine or available free. We rec-Don't assume a certified site
tection. The Netcraft antiphishing ommend having at least a gigabytds safe

toolbar oolbar .netcraft.com) of memory to prevent the suite from Although it’s vital to have a se-
warns about known phished sites slowing down your computer. Run cure connection when sending

and can reveal a site’s hosting comantivirus software. It actually workgpersonal information online

pany and even its registered ownegnd you need it. That's true even if(indicated by "https" before the

if you go to sites after in- stalling you own a Mac. Although Mac us- Web address and a padlock or other

McAfee Site Advisor ers have much less to fear from icon on your browser), it's no guar-
(www.siteadvisor.com), the pro-  viruses and spyware, they aren’t inentee the Web site is reputable.
gram lets you know whether mune to them. And an antivirus  Similarly, certification symbols

McAfee tested it and, if so, what it program will prevent virus-laden from the Better Business Bureau,
found, including viruses, spyware, files from being transferred from TRUSTO, and similar organizations

spam, pop-ups, phishing, and con-Macs to PCs. provide some reassurance
sumer scams. It even overlays its (assuming they’re being used with
site reports on Web search resultsRun two antispyware pro- authorization). But they’re no sub-
and automatically blocks access tograms stitute for reading the fine print and
sites that exploit browser weak- Spyware is so insidious, and researching a site by talking to
nesses. some-times difficult to detect, that friends and checking online reviews
it warrants double protection. Set before turning over credit-card or
Shut off your computer the better of the two programs to other information. Guard personal

Turning off your computer when block spyware in real time. Use thdnformation. Never respond to e-
not using it for long periods (or at other to scan whenever you suspeatail requesting your passwords,
least disconnecting the Internet casomething might have escaped thauser names, Social Security num-

ble) can reduce the chance that a first program. ber, or other personal information,

malicious remote computer will ac- no matter how official it looks. If

cess it. And you'll save energy.  Use "disposable" e-mail ad- you're asked to call a telephone

dresses to thwart spammers  number, verify it independently.

Use public computers with If spam’s a problem, consider us-

care. ing disposable addresses for Avoid using hyperlinks in e-
Avoid using computers at librar- different purposes. For example, mail

ies, hotels, or airports for use "smithshopping08" for buying  Hyper- links can show one ad-

conducting financial or other per- online. If that address starts gettingiress but take you to another.
sonal business. The same goes fospam, abandon or change it. ManyBefore clicking on links in Web
using your own computer on a pubkSPs provide extra ?associate? e- pages, hover your cursor over the
lic wireless network, especially if mail ad-dresses that you can changdRL and see whether the address

QBris




that appears at the bottom of your for publication by APCUG member
browser looks as if it's related to a 9roups; all other uses require the
page or site you expect to visit. gggﬂgi";@&gg‘e author (see e-mal
When you arrive at the site, verify '

that the URL shown In your
browser’s ad- dress bar is the cor-
rect one. Pay attention to the part
the URL between "http://" (or

We have all seen the popular Ap

ging computer users to switch
from Windows to Mac. Not only
https://) and the next slash. Look gre the commercials convincing,
for tricks such as the use of a zerop ;¢ Apple has made some moves
where the letter O should be. Verifyhat make the Mac a viable option
the address and then type it into  for computer users. In years past,
your browser. Or use a favorite or {he higgest drawback to purchasin
bookmark you've already stored in 5 pmac was that Windows software
your browser. was incompatible with a Mac. You

couldn’t use_Windc_)ws software pha q it head
was not available in a Mac versionl@araware can cause software neaa-

Type carefully

Tricksters sometimes create 100-gq switching from a PC to a Mac
kalike sites that use common meant repurchasing all your soft-
mistyping’s of popular URLSs. ware applications.

Then Apple made the move fro

Motorola processors to Intel proce
» sors. This made the Apple hardwa

Report phishing
If you receive a phishing e-mail
forward it to the Anti-Phishing

Working Group Any Mac that you purchase toda
(reportphishing@antiphishing.or abl)(/e to run bo%/h thg Windows angl

g), the Federal Trade Commission yhe Mac operating system. You ca
(Spam@uce.gov), and the companyyg this by using a free Apple pro-
or organization that is being imperyram called Boot Camp that is
sonated. You also can file a com- zyjijlaple to all Mac users. Using
plaint with the FBI's Internet Crime gt Camp, you have to reboot th
Complaint Center at/ww.ic3.gov. computer every time you want to

If your antiphishing toolbar doesn't gyitch between the two operating
recognize a fraudulent Web site, r

port the site to the toolbar providerjng \Windows on a Mac even easie
Review your accounts regu-

tion product like Parallels, you can
larly

. : witch on the fly.
Review your credit-card and banﬁ Being able toyrun Windows on a
statements as soon as you receivé\iac has been a boon to Apple. In
them. Report suspicious charges 05004 their market share in the ope
withdrawals immediately. ating system segment was a little

Reprinted from the September 2008 is- 0 O o
sue of Toggle, newsletter for the over 3%. .TOday itis close to 8%
and growing.

Tacome-Seattle Area Microcomputer
Users

ing a Mac. For the most part,
are almost completely virus an
spyware free. It's not that Macs ar
actually more secure, it's just that

Mac versus PC
By Sandy Berger,
Compukiss.com
www.compukiss.com
sandy @compukiss.com

infiltrate computers to steal infor-
mation and to send out spam are
operating system-specific. In other
words, the hackers have to create
their programs to run on either Wi
dows or Mac. Since the Windows

This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author’s permission

compatible with Windows software,

i©

&ystems. Another option makes us

If you purchase a simple virtualiza-

There are fewer worries when us? : .
MacdO purchase a full version of Win-

d dows. As | write this, Amazon is

operating system is currently run-
ning on over 90% of computers,
that operating system is the most
likely target for the bad guys. So
right now, Macs are ignored by

e television commercials encour-Most hackers.

It can also be said that Macs run
their software better than PCs. The
reason that this is true is that be-
cause Apple produces all of the
hardware they can have strict con-
trol over every hardware

gomponent. So the software produc-

rs know exactly what hardware
their software will run on. In the PC
orld, slight differences in the

aches. As you know, with HP, Dell,
Acer, Sony, Gateway, and many
others producing the hardware,

mthere is compatibility, but not nec-
gssarily full hardware/software
gompliance.

So why doesn’t everyone switch
the Mac? Well, it can be summed
up quite easily in one word, "Price".

Macs always have been, and are

still are, more expensive than PCs.
Often Macs can cost several hun-
dreds of dollars more than
omparable Window’s machines.
his week Apple announced their
first sub-$1,000 laptop computer.
The MacBook will now be selling
t $999. Their higher-end MacBook
ro will start at $1,999. In contrast,
you can buy many Windows lap-
tops for under $1,000, and some are
now even under $500.

Another thing that makes the Mac
foore costly is that when you pur-
chase an Apple computer it comes
with the Mac OS X operating sys-
tem. If you want to run Windows
n your Mac as well, you will have

elling the full version of Windows
P Home Edition for $179. A full

with the viruses and programs thatversion of Windows Vista Home

Premium is currently selling at

Amazon for $222. If you want to

add the ability to easily switch be-
tween the two operating systems,

pyou will have to dish out about $80

more for Parallels or another good
—continued on next page—
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virtualization program. In some  Microsoft Releases
cases those added costs can alm

0

double the cost of a cheap PC. ﬁhOtOSynth

The other reason that some peoganoramic Image
won’t switch to a Mac is that they
don’t want to have to learn to use dCreator
new operating system. But if you By Ira Wilsker, APCUG Advisor
are currently using Windows XP  Columnist, The Examiner
and you purchase a new computerBeaumont TX; radio and TV
now, you will have at least a slight show host
learning curve to make the transi- lwilsker@apcug.net
tion to Windows Vista. http://photosynth.net

If Apple would lower their prices
and create a free program that
would let you run Windows withou
.rEbOOting’ l.\’.vowdn’t.mind purchas roups; all other uses require the per-
ing the additional Windows ?nissipor,l of the author (se% e-mail P
software necessary to be able to rwddress above).
both operating systems on a Mac.
In fact, | think that those two

This article has been obtained from
PCUG with the author’s permission
or publication by APCUG member

Many of us take a lot of digital

changes would have people flock- photographs. | have hundreds of

Explorer 7 as well as Firefox 2 and
3 are supported. 256mb of memory
is the absolute minimum to run
Photosynth, and 1gb is recom-
mended. In order to function,
Photosynth installs two programs to
the computer. One is a web browser
plug-in (both IE and Firefox com-
patible), and an application aptly
named “Photosynth” which is used
to create panoramic images. Install
of both programs is fast and easy,
and is accomplished with a single
download. Since the actual process-
ing is done by Microsoft, the
images (or parts of them) are up-
loaded to Microsoft by the Photo-
synth software, which requires a
broadband connection. Microsoft
has posted a warning, “All synths
are public. Your photos will be visi-

ing in droves to the Mac. But then, digital photos from two recent wedble to everyone on the Internet. In
if the Apple operating system gainglings; others may have vacation order to create images, it is neces-
a bigger market share, hackers wilphotos, family photos, scenic im- sary to sign up online; users who

start targeting it as well as Win-

ages, or other content. Would it nohave a Windows Live ID can use it

dows. Oh well, | guess life in the be interesting if a collection of phofor Photosynth access.

computer world really does mirror tos with some degree of common-

Photosynth performs two material

life in the real world. It seems that ality could be seamlessly “stitchedfunctions; it reconstructs the scene

nothing will ever be perfect in ei-
ther world. Parallels Desktop for
Mac is the first solution for Intel-

together creating a 3-D panoramicor object from several two-
view of the subject? For example, dlimensional digital photographs,
| took the wedding pictures of my and then examines the images for

Macs that give you the flexibility ofdaughter’s recent wedding, the im-similarities, and mathematically use

running Windows on a Mac OS X
simultaneously without rebooting.

Wireless Keyboard
and Mouse
Donated to QCS

ages could automatically be mergeatiat information to estimate the real
into a single three dimensional, eashape of the object, and the vantage
ily navigable image of the entire  point the photos were taken from.
wedding ceremony and reception. Using the digital data, the three di-
The panoramic image can be ma- mensional space is created, and the
nipulated, rotated, zoomed, and merged photos can be easily navi-
viewed from any direction. If | can gated as if they were a single photo-
do this with wedding pictures, graph. Microsoft’'s new “Seadra-
imagine what you can do with landgon” technology delivers only the

scapes, theme parks, or other

The Quad-Cities Computer Soc
ety wishes to thank Dale Wells ¢f Crosoft, known as Photosynth

required pixels to the browser, mak-

images. This new service from Mi-ing the loading of images that may

have included hundreds of individ-

Computer Repair Center for do-
nating a wireless keyboard and
mouse.

Computer Repair Center
872 Middle Road
Bettendorf 1A 52722
PH: 563-359-0042
Fax: 563-359-3411

WwWWw.computer -r epair -center .com
dale@computer -repair-center.com

(photosynth.net) is currently free, ual photos a fast and pleasing
but does have several provisos, orexperience.
of which is that all images created On the main page for Photosynth
will be considered as “public”, and (photosynth.net) are dozens of sam-
can be viewed by anyone on the ples of the output than can be
Photosynth website. created. Some of the examples are
Photosynth is graphics intensive,the Sphinx, composed of 239 pho-
and may not run on older computetes taken by National Geographic; a
lacking adequate video power andwalk around Eton College, 427 pho-
capabilities. It will run on Windowstos; The Taj Mahal, 179 National
XP (SP 2 or SP3), and on Vista. Geographic photos; the Space Shut-
Mac users can use Photosynth if tle, 246 photos; and many others. It
running Boot Camp. Images are digs important to note that this com-
played on a browser, and Internet puting power and service is

QBris



available for free to all of us who groups; all other uses require the The CAA maps and my son'’s tri-
are willing to make our images pulgermission of the author (see e-mail  cycle have been replaced by the
lic. The “Recently Synthed” link ?.ﬂﬂrsegfﬂg%’\‘,’gs' ofial . . latest technical and computer gadg-
ginally published in ;
shows the most recently created samia’s FIRST MONDAY magazine,  €tS. Let's have a peek at how
scenes (many dated today, as | typgigust 2008 issue) technology has changed road travel,
this), which include street scenes, some 34 years later.
still life, sunsets, Hawaiian scenery, In 1974 Richard Nixon was the  Kids today are buckled tightly
Nathan’s Hotdog Eating Champiorfirst US President forced to resign,into the back seats as airbag protec-
ship — 2008, backyards, portraits, while gasoline pricing rose to a tion in the front restricts them to the
kittens (cute), athletic events, and whopping 55 cents a gallon US  back seats only. While in the back
other topics. Itis a lot of fun just  (14.5 cents a liter). They claim the seat they have the option of viewing
browsing these synths and seeing reason was that “gasoline shortagd3VD movies run through a DVD
what others are doing and what thend price increases throughout theplayer onto 2 separate monitors that
system can do for digital images. world help to cause problems in attach to the head rests of both front
The potential applications for ~ most of the western worlds’ econoseats. They listen to the movies via
Photosynth are almost endless. It mies” the vehicle stereo system or individ-
could be used by real estate agentévww.thepeoplehistory.com). ual headphones. When they tire of
to easily create an interactive three Sound familiar? What isn’t famil- the movies they can play video
dimensional view of a house or aniar is the technology that accom- games by switching over to their
apartment; industries could use it panies us on vacations. PSP or a PS2 that plugs through the
for training purposes; products can | remember in 1974 driving to  inverter. Of course there is always
be promoted via 3D images that alFort Wilderness Disney World,  travel bingo if the tech stuff gets
low the viewer to explore the Florida in a Volkswagen van built boring, but we won't hold our
details of a product; likewise car into a homemade camper, all breath on that one.
dealers and manufacturers could decked out with plywood beds and For the driver and co-pilot there is
easily create interactive views of a Coleman cooler for a fridge with a GPS display with voice direc-
any cars in inventory. Criminalistsa never-ending request for ice.  tions, saving the hassle of trying to
(as in CSI) could easily create 3D CAA supplied the trip maps that read the fine print on wrinkled and
crime scene images; the potential marked out the route and the con- torn maps. Many travelers bring
uses are unimaginable. struction sections of the highway. along laptops while traveling as
If you are willing to release your We had the best of the best for navheir uses are many. For example,
image to the public (in the current gating the trip. As well, we had a you can record your trip’s informa-
iteration), and would like to create brand new Instamatic camera withtion, download pictures and videos
interactive 3D panoramic photos 7 rolls of 126 film that costus a  from digital cameras. The big thing
from your digital photos, then Pho-small fortune. Our son, four years these days with computers is read-
tosynth would be a great place to old, rode a small tricycle back and ing digital books, or listening to
experiment. At present the serviceforth inside the van to while away audio books that have been previ-
is free, only requiring a Windows the hours and hours of monotonoususly downloaded from the
Live ID registration. If you have  driving as seatbelt legislation was Internet. Of course, when a live In-
any interesting photos of the samenon-existent. ternet connection becomes
subject, try synthing them. Today, we still face the gas in- available (most RV parks have free
crease excuses and we are well Wi-Fi) you can check email, use
aware of the price of a liter of gasoSkype to call home, and research
; line today. In that regard, nothing the places to see, all from your lap-
Tl’aVEII‘{'Ig The{’ and” has really changed, only the num- top.
Now - Technlcally bers and the fact that we are all The days of praying that there
Speaking buckled into our seats. Although, will be a pay phone nearby if we
one thing that has changed for trawbreak down are long gone as many
elers in 2008: “tech toys”; they people have both a Canadian and
have now become a “must have” American cell phone. For instance,
, for every family that does ground one can purchase a Motorola
Users’ Group [SCUG], Canada  rayel on vacations. TracFone that works only in the
www.scug.ca . Our kids have been replaced by USA for under $10 and buy a “pay-
prospector16 (at) gmail.com  45ndkids and the Volkswagen ~ as-you-go” card, making long dis-
This article has been obtaired fromm homemade camper van is long  tant calls back home cheaper and
APCUG with the author’s permission ~ 9ONe€- People today are now haulingiving one more security on the
for publication by APCUG member RVs of all sorts that host most of highways in the USA.
the comforts of home. —continued on next page—

by Gregory West
Editor for the Sarnia Computer
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This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author’s permission
for publication by APCUG member

Don't leave without your MP3
player. Podcasts of your favourite
shows and lectures can be easily - "o o8 S o ces require the
downloaded from the Internet. All germﬁsgion of the authorq(see e-mail
MP3 players come with headphonegdress above).
that make for easy listening and do
not disturb the other passengers or If you're tired of double clicking
driver. the clock to get the calendar up,

Walkie talkies are not a new itenthen this program is for you.
while on vacation, but the price cemww.codedawn.com/gmc/quickm
tainly has come down and the rangmth-calendar -download/
has expanded greatly. A quick stop QuickMonth Calendar is a free-
in the grocery store for supplies willvare program which displays a

play next to your system tray clock
(you may have to restart Windows
once for the change to take effect).
The look of the calendar changes
according to what your system col-
ors are (as determined by your
current Windows theme or visual
style). The calendar will appear in
any program when you put the
pointer over the clock. | have found
this program very handy when try-
ing to find a date when writing an
email or other document. When |

help you utilize your group to en- small popup calendar on your Winneed to look up a date, it's very

sure precision targeted shopping dows desktop whenever your

nice to have the calendar popup just

whereby we all search out differenimouse hovers over the clock in theby hovering the pointer over the

items and meet at the same cashiesystem tray. The calendar display
thus saving time. The walkie talkiemay also be toggled on and off by
is also used in many other scenariosing the Windows+Q keyboard
for security and locating purposes.shortcut. The program works with
These units are a must have for anyP and Windows 2000. Click the
one traveling with children. The  clock once to make it appear. Vist
Instamatic camera has been re- already has a popup calendar.
placed by the digital camera, thus You can get QuickMonth Calen-
allowing people to take hundreds adar by visiting the download page.
pictures during a trip without any QuickMonth Calendar is free and
real cost. If some of the pictures aréoes not include any adware or sp
not that great they are easily deletedhre.
and forgotten without the worry of NOTE: Some antivirus programs
paying for more film. have incorrectly detected Quick-
An inverter will allow the truck  Month Calendar as a Trojan horse
battery to convert power from DC Do not be alarmed — this type of
to AC so you can run the laptop
while traveling to edit photos, readpositive. If you receive a virus
books, watch movies and connect warning message regarding Quick
Wi-Fi hotspots. This also allows foMonth Calendardmc.exe), please

the use of a PS2 plugged into the report the false positive to your an-

truck battery power as if you were tivirus software manufacturer so
at home plugging into a wall outletthey can update their definitions.
You can even plug in a refrigeratedHere are a few of QuickMonth Cal
cooler with this inverter, making endar’s features:

life just that much easier. To quickly jump to today’s date
We can only imagine what travel- right-click on the calendar or left-
ing 34 years from now will be like click the bottom of the calendar
and what 2042 will offer its road where it says “Today.” Use the but

travelers. tons at the top of the calendar to
change the month. You can also
left-click on the name of the month
. to see a popup menu of all the
Calendar Left-click on the year to quickly

change the year.

The calendar automatically de-
tects the location of your Windows
taskbar, so if you move the taskba
to the top, left, or right side of the
screen, the calendar will still dis-

By Ken Peters, Product Review
Hilton Head Island Computer
Club, South Carolina
hhicc.org
product.review@hhicc.org

clock. It's also helpful when on the
telephone and trying to settle on a
date.

“SIGNIFICANT BITS

By Sean N. HendersonVice
President, Danbury Area Com-
puter Society, Connecticut

y_

www.dacs.org
shenderson@dacs.org

This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author’s permission
for publication by APCUG member

erroneous detection is called a falsgoups; all other uses require the per-

mission of the author (see e-mail
address above).

COLDFUSION IS HOT

Many DACS members reading
this probably have some experience
programming with PhP. Maybe this
Is a time to remind developers and
those making application choices
about ColdFusion.

When Allaire first released Cold
Fusion (two words then) in 1995, it
made some headlines purely be-
cause of its name. It was a number
of years later when | met a person
at my wife’s college reunion who
was a ColdFusion developer, and
she raved about how easy it was to
create database-enabled Web pages.

As fate would have it, | too, have
become a ColdFusion (CF) devel-
oper and have to say CF makes
Dynamic HTML (DHTML) and da-
tabase-enabled sites really easy.

QBrIs



Much richer than old-school CGI work as expected and sounds bettegy records in the world, and is a

(Perl or otherwise) and even still than expected. The unit was pur- great resource helping "generations

more feature rich than PhP. chased for under $10 on-line. It meet." With a searchable database
The neat thing about CF’s versioallows scrolling through the USB and tons of useful features, this non-

of HTML, called CFML, is that if contacts through the handset. Is it profit site is a valuable tool for

you can write HTML, then it's just really necessary? No. But, it has athose who are interested in explor-

a couple of tags and commands longer cord than most headsets andg family history. | learned a

more to be writing dynamic it made using Skype feel more likecouple of things about my ances-

websites with CFML. Some hostingegular phone service, especially aiors, but didn’t really understand

providers provide a version called longer calls. how to dig more deeply. Those of

ColdFusion 4.5 Express. The cur- you into genealogy probably will.

rent “standard” appears to be based www.familysearch.org

on 6.1 MX. The current version is 8

(no MX) and is published by INTERESTING Unbelievable Coincidences

Adobe, and includes support for PLACES OddWeek.Com presents the "20

AJAX. Most Amazing Coincidences," hap-

TO VISIT ON THE penstances that will challenge even

HYPE ABOUT SKYPE INTERNET the most skeptical person. Some are
Skype is a VoIP (Voice-over-IP) py Nancy Preffitt major, some minor, but all will

telephone service. For PC-to-PC us- leave you wondering!

ers, there is no charge. Charges Computer Help — Support www.oddweek.com/

incur when wanting to have voice- Free online technical support andtem_82923.aspx
mail, call a landline number, call a computer-related information for
mobile number, or have a landline everyone, no matter the type of Up-to-date News
number or cell phone reach a Skypgosmputer, hardware, software, or ~ When you click this link, a world
account. _ ~ operating system. This is a great map comes up showing what
PC Magazine recently listed their place to learn more about your coritrange and dangerous things are
survey for various technologies, puter and its hardware and soft- happening right now in every coun-
and Skype was down from last  ware. | found the site to be a little try in the entire world. You can
year. o confusing, but then, | wasn’t look- move the map around, zero in on
My purpose in trying Skype was ing up anything in particular. If any one area, and actually upload
to see if it was a viable low-cost reyou're having problems at mid-  the story of what is going on. This
placement for a mobile phone. Howight, it should be a good first help"map"” updates every 300 sec-

would that work? There are variougsource. onds...constantly 24/7, so you can
scenarios, none of them simple. Th@wvw.computer hope.com/ tune in to news as it happens and
barrier is roaming across Wi-Fi net- have the details on the map as you
works. (Actually, this obstacle wasClean Anything do. www.globalincidentmap.com/
addressed in a recent Sybase iAny- This site lives up to its name withhome.php

where Mobile presentation at useful tips on how to clean pretty

DACS.) My target device is my  much anything you could possibly Published in the January 2008 issue of
Palm TX running PalmOS. A recentwn or get dirty. | learned about arfor, Ihe newsletier of the Interactive
test of Skype to my brother out  instant paint hardener, to putin old”> " '

west has us talking for over an housaint in order to dispose of it easily,

over a very clear connect. | was ussut there’s much more there.
ing a USB LCD phone connected t@ww.howtocleananything.com Google Moon

my laptop, connected to the home www.google.com/moon

router by way of Wi-Fi. My brother Simple On-line Games by Joe Durham

similarly connected, exceptjust  This is a fun site if you like low- .
speaking open air using his laptopkey fun! There are word search and®00gle Earth has made a big im-
mic and/or speakers. The sound ' similar little games with which to ~Pact on the Internet. CNN and other

quality was clearer than any cell relax. news organizations use it regularly.
phone call I've had. www.wandascountryhome.com/g Now Google has established a com-
ames/index.html panion site to view the Moon.
ANOTHER USB GIZMO Several countries in addition to ours
There’s an inexpensive USB LCOFamilySearch.Org are sending spacecraft to explore
handset phone available for use  This boasts the largest collectionth® Moon more in depth as man
with Skype. The UP-730 seems to of free family history and geneal- —continued on next page—
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begins the journey to return. Googl
has not as yet used the Google
Earth client to display this content.
They are working on it. Nonethe-

less the scope and depth of informg-

tion is very good. There are four
tabs: Charts, Apollo, Visible, and
Elevation.

Charts retrieves information cre-
ated to guide our first landing on
the moon. Apollo is a photographic
history of our landings on the
Moon, Visible is charted map of thq
surface, and Elevation is a color

coded display of the contours of thg

Moon.

Windows Tips
presented by Larry Stone.

In response to a members ques-
tion from the audience, Larry
described some very practical
things to change in Windows to
make your computing experience
more enjoyable.

Larry observed that many of the
default settings in Windows
explorer are counter intuitive. The

default display mode is an icon repj

resentation of the files on your harg
drive. A more practical and useful
setting is the detail mode which
describes the application associate

)]

with the file and the file extension.
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If you place Windows explorer in  Windows to also display the Local
Settings folder on your machine
arrange the files in your folder by which is normally hidden.

name, extension type, and date of This change allows you to branc
creation by clicking the tab associ-out the Local Settings folder to dis
ated with that function at the top ofplay the Temporary Files folder.
Often times, Larry observed, there
To make these changes, go the are many zero byte files there that
eat up your computer’s resources.
By deleting the files in the Temp
uncheck Display hidden files. Youfolder periodically you can improve
the performance of your computer

the detail mode you can easily

the window.

Tools tab in Windows explorer.
Then scroll down the list to

also need to click the program
option near the top of that window:

F food and

"Apply to All Folders". Then click
the Apply button at the bottom of
the window.

Now your file management will
appear in more easily understood
logical manner. By clicking

SIG News

The Windows SIG will not meet
in the month of December. Droy g
byas they resume in the new yeaf We need to let Bennigan's the
2009 on Monday, January 25th

"Apply to All Folders" you allow

Dinner Anyone?

'The Quad-Cities Computer Soc
[ ety’s Board of Directors will meg
at Bennigan'’s in Bettendorf at
6:00 PM for the December 3rd
board meeting. We want to invit
anyone interested to join us. Th
is a chance to enjoy some good

to see the inner workings of the
group. RSVPto Judi McDowell,
309-314-
jmcdowell @mchsi.com by De-
cember 2nd if you intent to com

number in our group.

—t

D

[72)

attend a board meetin

o=

1780 or

1%
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QCS Meeting Dates

Sun Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Fri Sat
Dec 1 Dec 2 Dec 3 Dec 4 Dec 5| 6 Dec
7:00 PM 6:00 PM
Microsoft Office QCS Board
SIG December Dinner Meeting
Judi McDowell 2008 Bennigan's Davenport
309-314-1780 All QCS members
jmcdowell@mchsi.con) Invited!
7 Dec 8 Dec 9 Dec 10 Dec 11 Dec 12 Dec | 13 Dec
7:00 PM 5:45 PM
Internet Beginners SIG *
g sHleb 7:00 PM for QBITS
ed Huberts articles
309-792-9470 S.taples.
slowhand54@sbcglobal.net Hollday Gifts
14 Dec 15 Dec 16 Dec 17 Dec 18 Dec 19 Dec| 20 Dec
7:00 PM 7:00 PM
Genealogy Digital Media
SIG SIG
Len Stevens Norm Dunlap
563-359-9672 309-798-2304
judylenstevens@msn.comn normdun@gmail.com
21 Dec 22 Dec 23 Dec 24 Dec 25 Dec 26 Dec| 27 Dec
il * i,
e o (1) o
27 Dec 29 Dec 31 Dec 1Jan, 2 Jan |3 Jan
Farty
Time:
4 Jan 5 Jan 6 Jan 7 Jan 8 Jan 9Jan [10Jan
7:00 PM 6:30 PM
Microsoft Office QCS Board :
SIG January Meeting fDeadllne
Judi McDowell 2009 Judi McDowell or QBITS
309-314-1780 309-314-1780 articles
jmcdowell@mchsi.com jmcdowell@mchsi.com
* i ! i-Ci Be sure to check yqu
Beginner's SIG meets at Tri-City i, mailing label for
Jewish Center "] your member
before the QCS program = _expiretion date.
Jim Kristan _ |
309-755-8277 QCSofficers
jmkris @gmail.com President: Secretary
Judi McDowell Diana Wolf
ALL QCS MEETINGS NOW HELD AT
TRI-CITY JEWISH CENTER 309-314-1780 309-797-5413 .
2715 30TH jmcdowell@mchsi.com theqcs.sec@mchsi.com
ROCK ISLAND, IL 61201
ALWAYS CALL AS INDICATED ON THE Vice-President Treasurer
CALENDAR Patty Lowr Cheryl Heimburger
TO VERIFY MEETING TIME, LOCATION, AND y y
TOPIC INFORMATION 543-332-8679 309-496-9435
ALL QCS MEETING FACILITIES ARE heidiho@soloconnect.com  cheimbur@hotmail.com

HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE.
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Quad Cities Computer Society
Tri-City Jewish Center

2715 30th Street

Rock Island IL 61201
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 _ Moving? Send an
m address change to:
¥\ felspaw@sbcglobal.net

W
i

QCS Home Page URL
http://www.qcs.org

QCS

HELPING

OIMWEM=

Access Point
Donated to QCS

Dale Wells of Computer Repair
Center donatED an access poir|
to the QCS to extend the range
our internet connection.

Computer Repair Center
872 Middle Road
Bettendorf 1A 52722
PH: 563-359-0042
Fax: 563-359-3411

Name:

Company.

Address:;

City:
State, ZIP+4:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

E-mail:

Referred by:

Membership Level
New Renewal
Full Time Student$20 [] [

$30 [0 [
$40 [0 [

Individual

Family

QCS Meeting

Wednesday
December 10, 2008
7:00 PM
Staples
Showcases
Holiday Gifts!

—
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