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QCS Review

Holiday Get-Together
HOLIDAY PARTY IS A BIG SUCCESS-
By Judi McDowell

Approximately 40 loyal QCS members and guests
attended the Holiday Party held on January 13th. The
weather was much better in January than December when
the meeting was originally scheduled. Although computers
were used in preparation for the Holiday Party and in pro-
moting it, there was not a computer in sight at this party.

We tested our skills of computer terms in a word scram-
ble game and our brains in another logic game-all on paper
(though probably printed with a computer and printer).

We also had a 20 questions game that allowed people to
mingle and get to know others in attendance. Did you
know Harry Galley had an 8088 computer and that Max
Dauvis still has his FIRST computer (an Apple 11GS)? Did
you know Karen Reynolds has over 20 grandchildren?
These are a few of the things we learned from our game of
20 questions, so you see it does pay to ask questions.

We enjoyed good food from crackers and cheese to veg-
gies and sweet treats and thank all those who provided
them for our enjoyment. We drew tickets for the White
Elephant and though I did not see what everyone got, a
couple people said they actually got something they could
use.

The night ended with drawings for door prizes and raffle
prizes. Two lucky people got gift certificates towards ice
cream purchases at Whitey’s, compliments of Lee Wassen-
hove. Lee also made available to the first person who
acknowledged that they feed squirrels a big bag of ear
corn-Melinda Missman was the first one to raise her hand
and took home the bounty. Jim Kristan and Sam Smith
won one year subscriptions to Smart Computing magazine
and Larry Carson and Judi McDowell took home the raffle
drawings of Vista Ultimate operating system software.
Congratulations to all who won and thanks to all for
attending and for all those that helped make this get
together a fun time. | hope we can do it again sometime.

The QCS is a member of aPH_%ug



Would You Like to
receive your QBIIS
via email?

in Acrobat PDF format and sent
to your email box. If you desire

electronically instead of by US
Mail, notify:
Patty Lowry,
QBITS co-editor
(563-332-8679)
heidiho@soloconnect.com

The QCS will then arrange to
email your next issue to you.

TheQBITS can now be produced

to have the newsletter sent to yjoJ

Digital SIG Notice!

Shari Baker who described theg
world of Digital Scrapbooking
for our QCS members in
September last year, has
graciously consented to return

and lead our Dlgital SIG on 7:0

2010 at the Tri-City Jewish
Center. This area of computin

each day.

If you are interested in pre-
serving and sharing your famil
traditions, make a note to drop
by, join the crowd and get som
more helpful tips!

I}y Moving? Send an
\ % address change to:
| 2 felspaw@sbcglobal.net
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Download Full
Length E-Books for
Free or

Inexpensively
By Ira Wilsker

there is also a massive library of ti-
tles that can be downloaded for free
from a variety of sources. The Kin-
dle and Nook are relatively expen-
sive, retailing for $259 each. For
those not willing to spend that
amount, there are thousands of titles
that can be freely downloaded and

p displayed on computer in the uni-
PM on Wednesday February 1f, versal PDF format.

In the minutes before typing this
column, | downloaded a few titles

gains a wider acceptance and yfrom two sources that | have not

used in the past. Both required free
registration, and both offer a selec-
tion of both free and paid content.
The paid content is usually reason-
able in price, with one website
offering unlimited downloads of
paid content for about $5 per month
(free-ebooks.netdiscounts avail-
able), and another offering
unlimited downloads for $9 per
year (vorldlibrary.net ). The first
“new” website for me wadown-
loadfreepdf.com where | found a
book for one of my daughters who
recently had her first child. | down-
loaded for free “Baby’s First Year -
What Every New Parent Needs to

About a year ago, | wrote about Know!” as a PDF file for my

some of the excellent resources

daughter. | also found and down-

available that provide a wide selecloaded two free e-books for my

tion of full-length books as free

wife, “10 Strategies to Improve

downloads. Since writing that col- Your Nursing Care,” and “Student
umn | have become aware of somé\urse’s Bible.” Even though they

s other websites that also offer a wideere all free, | had to go through a

wa . - selection of free and inexpensive echeckout process as if | was paying
ble, scientific, and educational purposes piji-

books. For those who may not be for them, being sure to check the

loaded to Amazon’s proprietary

Kindle; Amazon claims that over
360,000 titles, including many cur-der to save the e-books on the

-aware, e-books are books of all gehutton that indicated that they were
Tes that are available for downloadfree. As soon as | completed the

A large assortment of titles, are
alavailable for a fee that can be dowmstantly available for download as

checkout process, the books were

PDF files. The default is to display
the files in a browser window; in or-

rent best sellers, are available for computer, be sure to click on the

download. Barnes and Noble re-

“save” icon in the browser window

cently announced its own proprie- (often a floppy-disk icon), and not
profit personal computer groups provided the tary e-book reader, the Nook, whicthe File-Save command on the

will be released in early 2010. Bar-browser toolbar.

nes and Noble has stated that it will The websitebooknetwork-

cle may only be reproduced with the expregs have over a million titles available ing.comhas an impressive menu of

topics, but many of the topics only

many new releases and bestsellersffer a small selection of e-books. |
carriers. As a typographic convention we do Will be priced at about $10 at both like interesting cookbooks, and this

Amazon and Barnes and Noble,
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website has four titles available asa variety of formats, including PDFghttp://www.ebooksdownloadfree
free downloads, “300 Chicken Recplain text, and a variety of formats .com>.

pes,” “Delicious Diabetic Recipes,”compatible with the various e-book

“Great Sandwiches,” and the “Big readers. | found the listings compréra Wilsker is an APCUG director; Col-
Book of Cookies.” hensive, and downloaded (for freeymnist, The Examiner, Beaumont TX;

: _ 3 : T ; ‘Program Director of Management De-
The websitéree-ebooks.nebf-  several titles on military history, re velopment at the Lamar Institute of

fers a limited number of free e-  ligion, health, law, hunting & Technology, Beaumont TX; and a radio
books for download in PDF formatfishing, science, and travel. | foundand TV show host. Contact him at
(5 per month free), or unlimited  especially interesting “Mom’s <iwilsker@apcug.net>.

downloads for $5 per month or $2Home Cooking” volumes one and
per year. There is no limit on the two, which had about 250 recipes
number of titles that can be viewedeach. There is something here for /
for free online in HTML (webpage)everyone at a price that can not beCar bs'grﬁeNnee!c%sb:er news. htm
format. The first category | looked beat. gary. stanley' blo Sy ot _comW :

at was “Business” which contained For those looking for free e-bookgy é'ary Sta}rl{ley gspor.

166 titles available in PDF format, that are generally highly technical, copyright 2010

or viewable online in HTML for-  ebooksdownloadfree.conhas a

mat, which can be viewed in any wide assortment available. The ma- |¢'s g brand new year! Maybe
browser.Free-ebooks.netlso jor categories of books at the biggest gift we have in this life
makes most of its titles available inebooksdownloadfree.coninclude s time. The thing about time is that
the Mobipocket format which may medical, computer, sciences, his- we can't stop it; the clock just keeps
be downloaded and read on Ama- tory, and management. These boofgking away. You and | don’t know
zon’s Kindle, mobile phones, are mostly recent publications and how much of this precious com-
Blackberry, Palm, and several otheequire a few mouse clicks to reachyodity we have on this earth so
reader formats. Another interestinghe download page, but the resultsmayhe a great new year's resolution
category was the “Food and Reci- are well worth it. | downloaded sevg,oUid be to think about how we
pes” section, which offered 66 eral of the books and while the filegan make better use of it. Time is
cookbooks. One that attracted my were large, often over 10MB, they equated as the past, present and fu-
attention was “Cajun Clark’s Cookwere the complete books in PDF  {re. "Heal the Past, Live the

book,” which contains a free format, including all of the picturespresent, and Dream the Future. "In
selection of about 80 Cajun recipessome of the downloads were in thgjying the present, don't take each
and a link to purchase the entire  RAR compression format, but thergjay for granted, live it! In 2010 let's
cookbook of over 1000 recipes. In are several freeware utilities avail-\atch what we eat, exercise, take
the Humor category was a very cuble that can uncompress the RARjme to relax, and think of ways to
(and clean) “Knock Knock. Who's format. Some of the downloads haglnyurl. com/26wx28 make a dif-
Joking?” a collection of hundreds an attached password text file ference in someone else’s life.

of short jokes and one-liners. Beingvhich included a key to uncom- When Windows 7 was released
a history buff, | found a very inter- press the files. A few of the in late October | purchased a new
esting e-book in the History download links opened up popup desktop with the new operating sys-

category on a subject that | had no&ds, which | quickly closed. This tem. Now after two months of
seen before, “The Big Guns of the site,ebooksdownloadfree.conhad constant use, | am pleased to say
Boer War,” by W. J. Havenga. Consome of the best current titles avaithat | have yet to have the slightest
sidering that thousands of people able. problem. Here are some of the

are paying $259 for a Kindle or a I like to read and have referencethings that | like about Windows 7.
Nook, a $20 annual subscription tobooks available. Free or inexpen- — «windows 7 has faster start-up
free-ebooks.netwhich provides  sive e-books may be the way to goand faster response.

unlimited downloads, is a relative WEBSITES «All your favorite applications lo-
bargain. For computer users, find- <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Am  cated on the task bar.
ing just one good title a year azon_Kindle>. *With a 64bit system, the ability
justifies the expense. <http://www.downloadfreepdf.co g have lots of memory.

Another interesting websiteés m>. *Gadgets can be placed anywhere
booksdirectory.com which lists  <http://www.ebooknetworking.co on the desktop.
2807 free e-books in 399 catego- m>. «Sticky notes for the desktop.
ries. The actual e-books are hoste&http://www.free-ebooks.net>. «Global search.
on a variety of websites, including <http://worldlibrary.net>. *Snap feature.
Project Gutenberg, and available irhttp://www.e-

booksdirectory.com>. —continued next page—
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*Snipping tool. with the little square boxes at the

top right of every program any-
Let me give you a short synop- more. Just grab the window and

sis on the above in the order that move it to the top of your screen,

they are listed. and it's maximized! Grab it again

make your computing easier.

Photo Tip of the Month: Now
that you have all those holiday digi-
tal photos, you may want to have
them printed. Of course you can ac-

Windows 7 boots up faster than and move it down for a smaller wineomplish that on your own color

Vista or XP and applications open dow. Great new feature.
quicker. Example: My XP machine | also love the snipping tool.

printer, but if you don’t want to use
that expensive ink and special pa-

takes over 4 minutes to boot up, anthyurl. com/yhvb2sw It can eas- per, there’s another handy way to
35 seconds to open Paint Shop Prdy be used to take a picture of get your prints. You can upload the
which is the slowest program | havanything, anywhere on your com- photos you want printed to Costco,
to load up. The new Windows 7  puter. | also use that feature often.Sam’s Club, Walgreen’s, and most
machine boots up in a little over The only concern you'll have withCamera stores. State what size and
one minute and Paint Shop Pro  Windows 7 is what to use for an the number you want, then pick
opens in 14 seconds. Quite a diffeemail client as the operating systerinem up at your convenience. An-
ence. no longer includes one. I liked Out-other way is to copy the photos you
The taskbar in Windows 7 is nowlook Express, that we used since want printed on to a pocket drive

more functional and some say re- Windows 95, but it's gone now.
sembles the Apple computer. Vista used Windows Mail and that
tinyurl. com/yg7mdbk Simply has now been replaced tigyurl.
drag your most used applications com/yz86gjk Windows Live Mail
from the program menu to the taskwhich you can download from Mi-
bar for easy access.
When purchasing a new computexm using and am quite happy with

and take that to the store. Most
stores have computers where you
plug your flash drive into a USB
slot, place your order and then wait
for them to be printed while you

crosoft and is free. That’s the one Ishop.

you should make sure you're buying. This program also includes a cglNominating
a 64 bit system so as to take advasndar comparable to the one used in

tage of increased memomynyurl.  Outlook. There are other free em
com/yj2nazv The average com-  clients such as Thunderbird, whi
puter now comes with 8GB which is very similar to Outlook Express
is twice as much than was allowedand Web Mail accounts like Yaho
in 32 bit systems. and Gmailtinyurl.com/2mq5fl

Gadgets are new if you didn’t use That's it in a nutshell. | won’t
Vista. Vista gadgets were kept in  spend a lot of time in the next few
the side bar and quite frankly | months talking about Windows 7
didn't like that featureinyurl.com/ until more people jump on the ban
yzquj5p With Windows 7 gadgets wagon. Windows XP is still a solid|
can be moved any place you wantreliable system and Microsoft will
them on your desktop. continue to support it for quite

I love "sticky notes.tinyurl. some time. There is already talk
com/yegtzsgyou can place these that Microsoft could release the
little notes anywhere on your desknext operating system, Windows §
top to keep track of things you havas early as 2012 but at this time
to do. You can even right click andthat’s only a rumor.
change the color. | find | use them Here’s a reminder that my Sys-
daily, and it saves lots of paper. tem Maintenance page has been

The features in Windows 7 are completely revised Many detailed
phenomenadiinyurl. com/yk5w2n7 steps have been included which
searchClick the start button and should eliminate any confusion as
type whatever you’re looking for in to how to install and run the sug-
the search box and instantly it will gested programsnyurl.
find any document, music file, com/5bs7zzSystem Maintenance.
photo, or even an email message "The Greatest Windows Tips of
that contains that word or words. All Time." tinyurl. com/

1|meeting March 10th, a report of

The "snap feature” is a new and yebl8vk PC World has listed tips
quick way to maximize and mini- for XP, Vista and Windows 7. Yo
mize windowstinyurl.com/

ylggvst You don’t have to bother to see if you can pick up a few to

u
might want to browse through therN]

| Committee Request

t the opening of the program

the nominating committee will bg
presented. After presenting this
slate, the President will open thg
meeting for nominations from thé
loor. Floor nominations require
hat:

\"ZJ

1) Nominees must be member
in good standing.

2) Nominees must be present
and express their willingness to
serve.

3) Any nominee not present
must have submitted to the Boaid
prior to the meeting by mail to
Diana Wolf, Secretary, Quad-
Cities Computer Society, Tri-City
Jewish Center 2715 30th, Rock
Island, IL 61201 a written
statement expressing their
willingness to serve if elected.

If you are interested or know of
someone interested in being a
director-at-large, contact

Jerry Heimburger at
heim6407@gmail.com.

QBris



Black and white photography is upgrade box you will find two they exist - and understanding them
sometimes very dramatic and you DVDs. One is for 32 bit Windows will help you use Windows 7 more
might like to try it. Most digital and one is for 64 bit Windows. effectively.
cameras will shoot in B&W or you Choose the 32 bit disc for your up-

can change a color image in a phogyvade. Don’t worry about the Windows Aero

editing program. Here are some sdifference for basic computing. Aero is the "glassy" transparent

crets for shooting black and white Now, one of the two choices you |gok of windows that was intro-

from Digital Photo Magazine. have when you start the upgrade gyced in Windows Vista. Things

tinyurl. com/ydce84m disc is the option called Upgrade. ook even glassier in Windows 7.
You might enjoy browsing my  This is called an "in place" upgraderhe idea is to deemphasize the win-

personal Photo SiteYou'll see where the new operating system reiows itself and bring the focus onto

over 1,100 pictures in 38 galleries places the old operating system, byte contents of the windows. The
I've taken from around the world. (hopefully) leaves everything else aerg effect also is seen on the task-
tinyurl.com/3arve6 We have had in place - your data files, settings, par and in several neat window
thousands of views on our Photo etc. NEVER, ever, ever start this management features carry the
Site, thanks in part to Cyber News process without first backing up allpero label.
readers! your data files to an external me-

Check out my Blog There you dium. Nine hundred ninety eight -
will find thoughts on many subjectdimes out of a thousand everythingwc')nndeo(‘)"]f?hz-][ifsstkt??nr s vou notice
and occasionally find supplementswill go fine, but you don’t want to on the Windows 7 de%kt% is that
to Cyber News such as Virus alertend up among those few where it e taskbar alond the bottl?)m of the
or other computer information that loes not and lose all your data. Th ereen still is thegre but looks differ-
think might be important to you. Windows 7 DVD contains a Win- ent. The icons on it are biager and
tinyurl. com/n3t8r2 Blog dows Easy Transfer Wizard tool there are three icons alreggy on it

that will backup all your files and o
settings for you and put them backngryrggl:thhsefgﬁsggaﬁcg%%r?gy dis

Windows 7 is Herel e Windous 7 computer Ifyoubir s o na

: - "opened.” Also, just to the right of
Part ] need technical assistance to acco -g Start button (Jor orb) theregwas a
plish all this. Just to reiterate for X mall area with a few icons on it
Written by Robert Nisbet, a users, Windows 7 ONLY COMES Ofrpic'yas called the "Quick Launch
member of the Asbury Com- DVD, so if your XP computer only o100 “Now. those two areas
puter Club, MD has a CD drive, forget about investy e heen more or less combined.
www.amvresidents.org/comp g in the upgrade. You can have both "shortcuts" to
uterclub frequently used things on the task-
halmarilyn@hotmail.com What's New in Windows 7? balg(whic% you can 'gpin" there) as
There is no way in a few short el as having it reflect the things
This article has been obtained from paragraphs to describe in-depth all,oy have opened. How do you tell
APCUG Wit.h the author's permission the new or Improved features in one from the other? It can be con-
for publication by APCUG member Windows 7. For these articles | wilkysjng at first until you note that the

groups; all other uses require the per-  ; i i i " a " "
mission of the author (see e-mail Just give you a basic overview of open" items each have a "glassy

address above). several of the most obvious so youyox around them whereas the short-
better know what to expect when ¢uts do not.

So far in this series we have coyYCOU S€€ your own desktop and start yoy also notice a new button on
ered some general questions abo S'tg? your new (or upgraded) COMthe far right end of the toolbar. This
Windows 7 (May) and obtainin uter. . — is the Aero Peek button. Say you
and installin(g W)i?ldows 7 9" While Windows 7 initially looks have several open windows cover-
start to cover some of the new fea1/OM the user standpoint, there areygyr analog clock or weather bug
tures of Windows 7. number of new and improved fea- gadget (described below) on the
tures designed to make using the desktop. Just rest you mouse cursor

. computer easier and to improve prgn the Aero Peek button and the
Caveat for upgradlng from dUCtiVity. I will cover some in this open windows become transparent

Vista article and more in the next edition i
. , allowing you to see the desktop.
Something | forgot to address in Some are things you will not use 9y P

the last issue is for Vista users up-every day, but it is good to know

grading to Windows 7. In your —continued next page—
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Move away and the windows re- few years. Many homes have net- pesters you frequently about the ad-
turn. Not the greatest advancemeniworks of several computers; somevantages of their pay version. | used
since sliced bread, but pretty neat homes have home servers - essenthe free version the first year | tried
nonetheless. tially a basic computer with a hugeit and it did what | needed just fine.
You also notice that if you open hard drive to store files you want ohhad already taken my data to a
multiple files using the same appli-it. In business, the file a person mdyee preparation service and just
cation - say, Microsoft Word - thereneed to use daily could be located wanted to compare the results. Tax
is only one Word icon on the task- on a far distant computer.* Act actually found a mistake in the
bar, not one for each document. This is where libraries come in. one | just had done for free.
Hover your mouse over the Word Not to get too technical, but librar- The following year | decided to
button and you see live thumbnailses do not exist physically. They arase the deluxe version (right now
of each document over the button,just a way to aggregate the foldersthey are offering it to me for
similar to what you see in Windowsand files you use and need to accebt2.95) because that one brings for-
Vista. However, move the cursor um one handy place. You still have avard all of the information from
to one of the thumbnails and a full Documents link on your Start menwyour previous year’s return, saving
screen live preview appears. Oncejust as you did in Vista. Now whena lot of typing and possible errors. |
you find the file you want to work you open it you see "Document Li-also called their tech support a cou-
on, click that thumbnail and the  brary" and the folders and files youwple years ago for help with my

document is on the screen. have created. You also still have a“green” credits and had good re-
default folder on your computer  sponse with it.

Desktop Gadgets where Windows can store the Also, don't forget AARP’s free
What are gadgets anyway? Theg,hmgs you create. This is called  tax help for seniors. We really need
are handy little utilities that do "My Documents.” (Sound famil-  to pay our taxes so we can repay the
something (hopefully) useful for ~1ar? Déja vu all over again.) Chinese and keep them from repos-
you. There are analog clocks, However, you also can "store" -  sessing the USA for nonpayment of

weather bugs, slide shows, stock and access in your Documents li- our loan. | doubt | could learn to
monitors, and literally hundreds of brary - files which exist on anotheispeak Chinese.

others to choose from in all types ¢fomputer on your home network or_
categories. Gadgets were intro- ~ €ven in another location over a netThis One Can Improve Your

duced in Windows Vista and work or the Web. _ Photos

resided in a reserved area along theMany of you may never find the AMS Software announced the re-
right side of the screen called the Nneed to take full advantage of the liease of Home Photo Studio, a new
Sidebar. Users complained that thdrary concept. However, itisa  program for photo editing, creating
sidebar ate up too much screen, s@ignificant step forward in file ac- original greeting cards, and decorat-
in Windows 7 gadgets have been cess and management that does nioig ordinary pictures. It offers
moved to the desktop. You can tie the user to just one computer plenty of frames, tools, masks, fil-
place them anywhere you want or &1y more. Good job Microsoft, for ters, and effects (such as 3D and

not have any at all. It's up to you. & change. plastic effects). The humber of ef-
Since they are on the desktop, they fects may be confusing at first, but
often are hidden behind windows, it offers opportunities for making

hence Aero Peek described aboveFrom The DeaIsGuy tee;/rﬁgaqggtga?]pggl?c')loGrrflejle,tlorI]agr kCIZLd

oo by Bob (The Cheapskate) Click, funny, or romantic, and will hel
Libraries Greater Orlando Computer Us-  the uys’er create a proper greetir?g

| am going to end this edition  grs Group .
: iy : card for any occasion. Home Photo
with another significant change in Studio offe)r/s all necessary func-

Windows 7. That is the introductiomjme To Help Pav Back Th - :

of the library concept for file man- Stirr?ult?s Leognsay ac € ggﬂisngor uncomplicated photo
agement. You will see them, but  m sure there will be several arti- ' i
may never fully use them. Still youcles soon about doing your incomengerin@%ﬂ%ﬂ@%ﬁ;ﬁg“{g b?gﬁ;dbﬁj
need to understand what they are. tax return free, but I'l'add my two Effects&Filters that allows adding
Since the earliest days of Windowssents worth on that topic NOW.  natural phenomena (such as stars
we have had folders to keep our. There are several ways to do your cloyds, rain, snow and lightning).
files in, the Documents folder beinghcome tax at no cost, but my favok oy can also add noise and blur

a prime example. All these folders jte is “Tax Act,” www.taxact.com stylize a picture (ancient photo of-
resided on our computer. Well, théwhich has a free version and a payect, pencil drawing, lithograph
ConC'ept of personal computing haS/erSion. The free version does yOUétc_j adjust brightn'ess and Sat’ura_
draStlca”y Changed over the last tax return Just ﬁne, except that it tion; ’and make Complex
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combinations. The user can adjustSome Popular Sites With Low  CrimeReorits.com —
the transparency of the effects andPrices . -
set the area to be processed (the tofome of you probably know aboul he National
bottom, center, borders, etc.). Thet@ese, but some may not. Here areCrime Map
are a variety of picture frames. some URLSs for great deals that ares. ra Wilsker
Home Photo Studio Deluxe edi- popular with the local user group y
tion costs a bit more than Standardnembers, and something | check
Edition, but is rich with extra fea- frequently. One is méﬁ]f;eseenr:;ti’egvaerr 660;)”'%{\' ggrf]orci:ne-
tures. Itis the right variant for thosevww.1saleaday.comihere the onIir?e service(;riFr)neReP g
who want to create 3D composi- sale is good for 24 hours only. The orts.com. Claiming to be the
tions, get automatically created  price might even be FREE with th argest crime ma gin net-
collages, use plastic effects, and innly cost being the shipping. I've o%k in North AmpeprichrimeRe-
port PNG/Photoshop™ templates. bought a few items there and som orts.com aives peoble the infor-
Deluxe edition is also remarkable were fantastic deals while others mation thagt] the pneepd to hel
for it's over 100 professionally de- were good, but the item wasn’t rotect them frgm crime ang also
signed frames and greeting card quite as | expected. gffers crime prevetion information
templates. ~Another very popular one is Seamlessly integrated with Googlé
Working with Home Photo Studiovww.giveawayoftheday.com/ a0s.CrimeReborts.comdisplavs
is usually trouble-free thanks to thevhere the item is absolutely free b -?o-’date crimg infdrmationpfroym
intuitive interface. But if the user download for just 24 hours. Some aﬁ of the 600 participating iuris-
still faces a problem while master- of these free items are reputable dic){ions Iocatedpin 44pstategsjand
ing the program, the detailed Help ones that normally have a retail the District of Columbia. In addi-
system is ready to explain how to price and are rated good software.,[ion to crime information. this
deal with it. When it's free, | sometimes down- service also displavs the locations
Features: (Some features are oriyad it even though | have no use of redistered seg o¥fenders i all 50
in the Deluxe Edition) for it at the time, but | take the atti'state% Being internet based, the
S tude that *you never know. I-th'nkservice can be accessed by anyone
- Support of more than 20 graph-that men can change their minds for free, and does not display any
ics formats; too. advertising banners or other com-

- Convenient image explorer; L . el M
: ’ mercial information. While viewing
- Hundreds of filters, effects and www.software-dod.com the service is available to anyone at

masks; www.software-dod.comis an- : :

- Fast photo enhancement and resther interesting site where you Puongggrgﬁggiggﬁ&:fhcggi': by
touch; . _ might find a bargain, but I've only the participating law enforcement

- Creation of slideshows with ~ found one | wanted so far, and I'm : :

L . : agencies with monthly rates of $49

smooth transition effects; not sure | really needed it. for college and university police de-

- Greeting card templates and pic- If you find something that inter- artmen%s $99 for smallytgwns
ture frames; ests you, | suggest you read it p nder 50 thousand bo ulation)

- Automatic creation of collages thoroughly because | had somethi d $199 for larger tgwas and Git-
and 3D compositions; | thought | wanted on 1saleaday, ies 9

- Auto enhancement and red eyebut ended up not getting what | Y - :
removal. thought | was ordering. Read the Upon accessing the website, the

user is greeted with a clean inter-
face displaying a U.S. map, and
a Google search bar. Clicking on an

The Standard edition costs $39.00That's it for this month. I'll soon have i’?‘C“er ﬁtate will display a.sgfo"'”g
USD and the Deluxe edition costs More new product announcements on 'St 0f the participating jurisdic-
$59.00 USD. Further product infor-my Web site that didn't offer discounts. tions. Clicking on a jurisdiction will
: ' erp ; Meet me here again next month if your display a Google street map. The
matl_on’ a_'S We” as its free trial editor permits. This column is written to user can select a time period to dis-
version, is available at make user group members aware of P i
: group play (3, 7, 14, 30 days, a specific

home-photo-studio.com/ special offers or freebies | have found
P or arranged, and my comments should  date, or range of dates), types of

not be interpreted to encourage, or dis- Crime, or distance from a specific

E ownlo%dtllnkt: di / courage, the purchase of any products, address. The display of registered
ome-photo-studio.com no matter how enthused | might sound. sex offender residences can be

PhotoStudio.zip Bob (The Cheapskate) Click turned on or off as desired. Alterna-

bobclick@ellsouth.net. Visit my ivel dd . q
Company websiteams-soft.com/ Web site at www.dealsguy.com. tive y,a street address, Clty an
—continued next page—
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description over thoroughly to
Home Photo Studio runs under avoid that.
Windows 2000/XP/Vista and 7.




state, or zip code can be entered imf the display the user first clicks eas where crime is on the rise and

the Google search bar, and the magn a state from the pull down menuecline.”

will be centered on that location. Ifand then in the adjacent column Agencies can also usgimeRe-

the location selected is not in a ju- clicks on a participating jurisdic- ports.comas a public information

risdiction that subscribes to tion. As with the maps, specific  tool alerting residents of potential

CrimeReports.com then only reg- time periods can be easily selectedituations. The website offers free

istered sex offenders will be dis- The first graph displays the type email alerts which will deliver con-

played; but if the locationisina and number of crimes as a bar  temporary crime maps directly to

participating jurisdiction, then a degraph. The second chart shows the subscribers’ inbox.

tailed crime map will be displayed.a pie chart showing types of crimes “Residents can sign up for auto-

As with all Google Maps, the user as a percentage of total crime. Thanated emails that let them know

may choose to display a conven- bottom of the web page shows  where crime has happened near

tional street map (the default crime trends, color coded by type dheir home or place of work. All

display), a high resolution satellite crime, and charted by date and  alerts are customizable by location

image, a hybrid map (satellite im- number. With the maps and analytand area. In addition, citizens can

age with street names overlaid), orcal information, residents and choose to receive daily, weekly, or

a terrain map. The Google Maps businesses can be better aware ofmonthly alerts, and they have the

display can also be zoomed in or the criminal risks throughout an  freedom to choose which crime

out by manipulating the slider bar area. types they want to track.” There is

in the top-left corner of the map, While all of the information on  also a free iPhone application avail-

while options are displayed on the CrimeReports.comis freely avail- able for download that offers great

bottom-right margin of the map to able for anyone to access and usefunctionality. The iPhone app will

show a “printer friendly” display, a also offers several advantages to display crimes by location or ad-

“distance guide” that displays dis- those law enforcement agencies thdress, crime type, and customizable

tances as a series of concentric  subscribe to the service. The ana- date range; display data on the

circles from the given address, andytics can be used by neighborhoodrime map or in a list view; show

a “legend” which defines the typeswatch and community oriented po-national sex offender data alongside

of crimes based on the icons showiicing activities to identify problem crime in your neighborhood; and
From theCrimeReports.com areas, allocate resources, set goalprovide free, automated, email

front page, | clicked on Texas on and measure progress. City councidsime alertsCrimeReports.com

the national map, and a listing of may find the information very use- also disseminates information in

37 Texas subscribing cities was digul in terms of ordinances and bud-+eal-time on social networking serv-

played. Scrolling through the list, | getary planning. The law enforce- ices such as Twitter and Facebook.

found that my home city was not ment agencies themselves may There is also a free widget which

listed, but does display local regis-make use of the service with severaan be installed on the agency

tered sex offenders. The closest non-public analysis tools called  website to give residents access to a

participating city to my home is Jas’Command Central”. This service local crime map without having to

per, Texas, so | clicked on the integrates with any existing CAD oleave the agency website.

Jasper link on the pull down menuRMS systems, and supports Crime is something we all must

| zoomed in centering on the cente€CompStat-style analysis. While sebe aware of and deal with. By using

of town, and the crime map was cured, authorized users can accesthe capabilities o€rimeRe-

very easy to read. | selected the the information online using any ports.comresidents and law

most recent 14 day period, and thewveb browser. The integral “Roll  enforcement alike may benefit

incidents were clearly displayed. Call” feature can display crime  through increased information

On the left margin of the map was maps and statistics on a precinct oabout local threats and trends. Itis

listing of offenses, which | sorted district basis, alerting officers to poa very worthwhile service.

by date. Alternatively, clicking on tential crime patterns. In re-

one of the displayed icons dis-  searching this column, | found sevWEBSITES:

played the type of crime, the date, eral complementary reviews by lavwww.crimereports.com

the address, time, and reporting enforcement personnel that ex- ~ Www.crimereports.com/

agency. plained how the system is used to files/CommandCentralBrochure.pdf
There is much more information maintain and disseminate crime reyww.crimereports.com/

available then just displaying a  porting information. A “Trend- files/CrimeReportsBrochure.pdf

crime map. Clicking on the Caster” function “... can be used to

“Analytics” tab on the top of the  evaluate policy changes, beat as- Www.youtube.com/ .
web page opens up a detailed crirsgnments, and overall crime trendg’:rfg?"'hNXWToeusu iPhone
analysis graphing utility. On the topvith a heat map that highlights ar-
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www.crimereports.com/
iphone

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wivKb4bEN9Y TV Report

www.youtube.com/
user/CrimeReportsVideos

FastStone Image

Viewer 3.9

Written by Charlotte Brown,
President of the Can-
ton/Alliance/Massillon Users
Group, Ohio, www.camug.com,
cbrown (at) my stepco.com
This article has been obtained from
APCUG with the author's permission
for publication by APCUG member
groups; all other uses require the per-
mission of the author (see e-mail
address above).

If you want a really simple but

powerful basic photo program, loo

no farther than FastStone Image

Viewer 3.9. This is the program th
| encourage my students to use in

the beginning of their picture

enhancing journey. When you wan

to do more things than Image

Viewer offers, you can add anothe

program. Many of the programs

that help you through the next ste
are also free. Working through the

basics into more advanced tech-

niques is not as overwhelming as

jumping into the middle of a

professional program and wonder-
a

ing how to do simple things such

cropping, adjusting light, changing
to sepia or grayscale, or even con
verting to other file formats. Fast-
Stone Image Viewer has powerfu

capabilities of batch converting

images from one format to anothe

for example, from jpg to png. It

also allows for batch renaming &
resizing, batch watermarking and
dpi adjustments and more. To kee

things simple, let me walk you

through the process of taking only
picture at a time through a series
adjustments to make the final print

| always use 3 windows when
working with FastStone Image

Viewer. This is the default setting.

dpformation captured when you

The upper left window allows you ture setting, shutter speed, focal

to browse through Windows length, and whether or not the flash

Explorer to the folder containing fired.

your photos. Double clicking the Now let me return to the really

folder opens thumbnails of the filessimple process of working with Jay-

in a large window on the right. denP, my png file. | click on Edit

When you click on a picture to on the menu bar, and then click on

select it, you see a large thumbnaiResize / Resample. Now | can

in the lower left-hand window. choose to size my picture by num-

Look over my shoulder as | browseber of pixels, percentage or print

to Pictures and double click the  size. In this case | want to make a

folder inside that | have named  color print so | will click on the

Christmas 08. Large thumbnails ofradio button titled Print size. Next |

all the picture files in that folder  will select 300 dpi by using the

now appear in the large window. | drop down menu or hand entering

will select a file titled Jayden. Nowthe numbers. Remember that digital

Jayden’s picture appears not only inameras were developed for digital

the window on the right but also asviewing. Most digital camera set-

a large thumbnail in the lower left tings take pictures at 72 dpi. When

hand corner. you resize to 300 dpi, you have a
The first thing | do is click File > much clearer picture that has a slim-

Save As. | rename the file as Jay- ming effect on your subject that is

denP and use the drop-down menunuch more flattering!

by File Type to select png. Then | In this case my picture is portrait,

I§”Ck Save. The new file appears imot landscape, so | will choose 5 x

he large window with all the other 7. | put a check mark in the selec-
umbnails. It is much bigger than tion box titled Preserve Aspect
e original jpg. It is now in a Ratio so | don’t create distortion
lossless format, allowing me to  effects similar to those created by
make all kinds of changes without convex or concave mirrors! | notice
losing any of the information origi- that the photo will not be exactly 5
pally captured by the camera. | x 7. One thing to remember is that
could choose to work with tiff to  digital pictures are not the same
ccomplish the same capabilities. scale as film pictures. In this exam-
ng files allow me to cut out trans-ple, my picture turns out to be 5.25
parent areas if | wish and the file x 7. I click OK. Now | am back to
size is smaller. the 3 pane original window and my
Let me insert something that will picture is still selected (blue frame
interest those of you who are doinground it). Now I click on the crop-
more advanced work. The rest of ping tool. | check the Paper Ratio to
you can skip to the next paragraphiake sure it says 7 x 5 and has a
When | double click the picture, it check mark by Flip Ratio so that |
fills my entire window. Moving the get a 5 x 7. A dotted line around the

| mouse to the right side of the scregucture shows that the program is

brings up information about the picsuggesting an even crop from both

fture. One of the tab choices is His-sides. After looking at the picture

fogram. That provides me with carefully, | decide | want the entire
information about the lighting. Hererop to come from the left side.
is a little tip. If you double click the When | move the mouse onto the
riginal jpg or you decide to save gsicture, it becomes a 4-sided arrow.
Iff instead of png, the tab titted 1 click and drag the dotted outline
EXIF will give you all the camera to the right as far as | can and click
Crop followed by Close. The pic-
snapped the picture: date and timeture is still selected in the main
make and model of camera, ISO work area.
setting (much the same as film Now | click on the Red Eye con-
speed in the olden days), the aperirol on the toolbars below the menu
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bars. The picture pops openin a
new screen. | like to use a zoom
Ratio of 200%. Then I click in the
middle of the eye and draw a circl¢
that covers the entire eye. | can
click in the middle of the circle |
have drawn, hold down the mousqg,
and move the circle to fine-tune its
location. Then | click Remove Red
Eye. Whoosh! It is gone. The pro-
gram takes me back to the main
work area with the three windows.
| click once more on Edit. This
time |1 chose Enhance Colors. The
picture opens in a full screen with
controls at the bottom for adjusting
brightness, contrast, gamma, red,
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more: adding text, straightening a you will want to help them. There i

picture before cropping, creating no set fee, so whatever you choose
slide shows, and things | haven't y&p give is up to you.

explored. | downloaded the newest

version this week. There is now an

83-page manual you can downlanibeers

to learn from clear directions and

screen shots how to take advantagdey Jeannine Sloan

of this marvelous program. The

manual was written by Bill Wester-Free Faxing

hoff who has written tutorials on

other free photo products as well aee Internet faxing services. Somg
of them are completely free, while

| suppose you now are wonderingthers offer free or limited trials.
about the price. First of all you neeottp://askbobrankin.com/free_int
to know where to get the program.ernet_faxing.html

PHR

Photoshop Elements 3-7.

Go towww.faststone.org There is
no charge to download this pro-
gram. You will be encouraged to

give a donation to keep the developecord and emergency informatio
ers encouraged to work on future online and print a report whenever
enhancements. If you decide you you need it.
https://myportal.medicare.gov/

like the program as well as | do,

Maintain your Personal Health

Access Point,
Wireless Keyboard

Donated to QCS

The Quad-Cities Computer Soc
ety wishes to thank Dale Wells ¢f
Here is a big list of sites that offgrComputer Repair Center for do-
pnating an access point ,a wirele
keyboard and mouse.

Computer Repair Center
Bettendorf 1A 52722

Www.computer-repair-center.com
dale@computer-repair-center.com

and Mouse

S

872 Middle Road

PH: 563-359-0042
Fax: 563-359-3411
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